
Pentecost Sunday (June 4, 2017)
(Acts 2:1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20: 19-23)

All three readings are about the Spirit.  The first reading describes the event we remember in the third 
glorious mystery of the rosary.  The most sensational aspect of this event is the linguistic miracle where
the disciples proclaim the Word of God and people understand them in all sorts of different languages.  
That may have been the sensational headline, but the more significant aspect of this event is the change
that came over the attitude of the disciples.  Before the Spirit descended upon them they were hiding 
inside a house for fear of those outside might say or do to them.  And after the Spirit descended they 
were speaking boldly, unafraid of anyone. Pentecost brought unity and understanding – in contrast to 
Babel which brought division and misunderstanding.

The Gospel from John gives an alternate description of the Holy Spirit as being imparted directly by 
risen Jesus breathing on the disciples.  In this version the fear experienced by the disciples is even more
explicit.  They were not only gathered together in one place, but the doors were locked “for fear of the 
Jews.”

In Paul's letter to the Corinthians we are told that the Holy Spirit can inspire us in very different ways 
as we fulfill our diverse missions.  This should make us look at everything we do in life, no matter how
mundane, and consider how that activity might be inspired by the Holy Spirit.

• Imagine that you are one of the disciples, hiding from the Jews.  Describe how you might have 
felt.  Have there been times in your life when you are afraid of doing something, even though 
you know intellectually that it is the right thing to do?

• We receive the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Confirmation.  Do you recall any change in 
attitude that came over you at about that time?

• The Holy Spirit is the only person in the Trinity that does not speak with words.  Think of ways 
in which the Holy Spirit has affected our lives without speaking.

• What spiritual gifts have you been given?  How are you using those gifts in service to God and 
His people?

• Pentecost was a miracle of unity through common understanding by diverse people.  Babel was 
an event of division through the inability to understand one another.  Which of these two is most
descriptive of the current technological explosion of the Internet and social media?


