
12th Sunday in Ordinary Time (June 25, 2017)
(Jer 20:10-13; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33)

We hear a lot about fear these days – fear of terrorists, fear of global warming destroying the earth, fear
of getting old or sick, fear of running out of money, fear of child molesters and ex-cons, fear of 
immigrants taking our jobs.  In the 2016 movie, Zootopia, the evil Mayor Bellwether devised a plot to 
keep 90% of the population in fear of the other 10%, and said “Fear always works!”   So it is notable 
that in today's gospel, Jesus says three times not to be afraid.  Jesus bucks the trend of the TV 
commercials and inflammatory political rhetoric we see today by telling us not to fear someone who 
can only kill us.  Wait, what? Yes indeed. Jesus said “And do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul;rather, be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.”

Although the prospect of losing both your body and your soul in Gehenna is frightening, the overall 
tone of Jesus' discourse is comforting.  Jesus reassures his disciples that our heavenly Father is looking 
out for us with tender concern – a concern so strong that He does not miss even the fall of a single 
sparrow.  So we can be confident that God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, offers us abundant means 
to avoid Gehenna.  An outgrowth of that confidence is speaking boldly the things that are only 
whispered in the dark, and of course acknowledging Jesus to others.  

• What are the fears that dominate my life?
• How do these fears measure up according to Jesus' advice?
• What can I do to alleviate fears in others?
• How does Jeremiah in the first reading handle his fears of his persecutors?


