
July 26th, 2017; 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time

(Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43)

Lord, you are good and forgiving. (Responsorial Psalm)

We have two sets of readings today.  The book of Wisdom tells of a loving God who judges with 
clemency and with much leniency.  It tells of a God who loves us and permits repentance for sin.  The 
reading from Romans continues with that theme:  a God that searches our hearts for our intentions.

Then we move to the gospel and we see the reality of the world caught up in the first parable.  Good 
and evil people live together just as the wheat and weeds were in the same field.  That is the world we 
live in.  There will be a judgment day to separate the two.  The judgment comes and it does not suggest 
time for repentances.  The next two parables can be looked at as talking about faith and grace. Calling 
each of us to work in the fields to bring the sinners to conversion.  We have been told that, “if you have 
faith the size of a muster seed” we can up root trees (Luke 17:6).  If we have that faith then, we can call 
sinners back to Christ.  In the third Parable, the yeast, again grace, when present in small amounts 
permeates the entire loaf---everything is leaven.  Yes, grace can be contagious.  We are called to let our 
light shine before all (Matthew 5:6).  Yes, we are called to be leaven and let people know how much God
loves them and that God forgives the repentant sinner!

• When have you sensed that you were leaven for someone?

• Are you aware of the power of the grace within you?

• Do you have faith that you can call people back to Christ?

• Are you able to communicate to people that Christ loves them and will forgive their sins?


