
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 16, 2017)
(Is 55:10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23)

If you have a garden, the imagery of the Parable of the Sower will be very familiar to you.  To get a 
good harvest you don't sow seeds on your brick walk or on hard soil or among thorny weeds.  These 
environments are not open to the fruitful return you get from rich soil.  The rich soil is open to the plan 
that is hidden within the seed.  When the “seed” is God's Word, we are the rich soil when we are open 
to His plan for our lives.  In the Marriage Encounter program, there is a talk called “The Parable of 
the Sower – Openness to God's Plan.”  The openness referred to in that talk is not just the willingness
to accept the word of God in Holy Scripture.  It is the openness to see God's hand in all that happens to 
us and to consider if God is asking us personally to respond in a particular way.  This is sometimes 
difficult to do for people who have very firm long-range plans for their lives. God's plan for us can be 
quite different from our plan for ourselves.  Jesus gave us an example of openness to God's plan in the 
garden of Gethsemane.  There he prayed to be spared from the crucifixion but remained open to the 
will of his heavenly Father by adding “not my will, but your will be done.”  We have only to look at 
the Church to see the rich harvest that yielded “a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”  Let us pray that we 
might have the grace to hear and understand God's word and to accept His plan for our lives as our 
own.

 What are some examples of things in modern life that represent the thorny ground in how they 
stand in the way of our bearing the fruit of the word of God?

 How does our “instant gratification” society make us like rocky ground?
 Seed that falls on the path represents not understanding the word. When can listening to 

disinformation “steal away” what was planted in our hearts?  (Consider Internet blogs.)
 When have I realized that God's plan for my life was different from what I had planned?
 How do the fertility and childbirth images in today's first reading from Romans relate to the 

openness to God's plan in the Parable of the Sower?


