
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 10, 2016)

In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus tells the scholar (and us) to “go and do likewise”.  How 
exactly do we do that?  We can imagine that the Samaritan in the story probably did not wake up one 
morning and decide “today I will go out an find someone on the road who needs assistance.”  No, he 
probably set out on a quite ordinary journey with an agenda of his own.  He may have even been on a 
tight schedule.  His first thought upon seeing the victim on the road may have been “I don't have time 
for this!”  But unlike the priest and the Levite, he did not let his personal plans for the day rule his 
actions.  He had room in his heart for compassion and was willing to change his plans, even if it meant 
considerable inconvenience and expense to himself.  His own trip was delayed by at least one day.  The
difference was that he was open to God's plan for his life.

If we are to “go and do likewise”, we also need to be open to God's plan in our lives.  That may not be 
easy to do.  Our invitations from God to follow His plan are not always as clear as a robbery victim at 
the side of the road. Today's first reading from Deuteronomy gives us hope that we will be able to 
recognize chances to follow God's plan when those chances appear.  Moses tells us that God's 
commandments (and therefore His will) are written in our hearts.  The Good Samaritan did not have to 
take out his pocket edition of God's law to look up what to do when finding a beaten robbery victim 
lying at the side of the road.  His response was from the heart.  Let us pray for the gift of understanding
so that these promptings might guide us to recognize and follow God's plan for our lives.

Reflection Questions:
• When have my life plans changed in ways I did not expect?
• Who in my life needs a compassionate neighbor?
• Who in my life has been an unexpected compassionate neighbor to me?


