
Epiphany of the Lord (January 8th, 2017)
(IS 60:1-6; EPH 3:2-3A,5-6; MT 2:1-12)

The first reading is one of the most beautiful passages in Isaiah.  We see it now as prefiguring the 
coming of Christ who rescues us from the darkness of sin.   “Raise your eyes and look about” suggests 
that a change in perspective is needed to recognize the coming light.  Think of people who are shuffling
around, looking only at their feet, downcast, unaware of the goodness coming their way.  That could be 
us today, thinking only of our immediate problems and wants.  Perhaps we also need to raise our eyes 
and look about us.  The light promised by Isaiah is ours now.

The Jews were looking for an anointed one who would bring about a religious revival, restore the line 
of King David, and restore the Temple service.  They were not expecting that this anointed one would 
be none other than God incarnate, and that he would save the people from their sins.  They certainly 
weren't expecting a savior for all people.  That is why Paul's words in the second reading are so 
shocking, when he says “...as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same body, and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel.”  This understanding was not known to other generations because they thought the 
promise of a Messiah was to the Jews only.  They were unwilling to “raise their eyes and look around” 
and consider that Christ was more than just the anointed one, and that He had come for more than just 
the Jews.

The story of the Magi in the gospel partly fulfills the promise made in Isaiah.  The gifts and homage of 
the Magi are symbolic of the coming universal recognition of Christ as savior for all.  The dream that 
induced them to return home by another route can be taken as not only a practical way of avoiding 
Herod.  It also can be symbolic of an inner change resulting from their encounter with the Lord of Light
that caused them to follow a different route in their lives.  Ideally, we too should be changed by our 
encounter with Christ and see our lives take “a different route” because of that encounter.

Reflection Questions:
• Where can I see the glory of the Lord shining in the world today?
• What different route has my life taken because of my encounter with Christ?


