
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time (January 29th, 2017)
(ZEP 2:3+3:12-13; 1 COR 1:26-31; MT 5:1-12A)

The Beatitudes in today's gospel stand in opposition to the idea common at the time, and still preached 
by some today, that deprivation is a sign of God's disfavor and personal sin, and worldly success is a 
sign of God's approval.  Jesus makes it clear that those who are suffering now are especially loved by 
God and will receive his blessing. The sorrowing will be comforted. The lowly will inherit the earth. 
The persecuted will be rewarded in heaven. Then we have some Beatitudes that recognize and reward 
people with certain virtues, such as peacemakers, the merciful, and the clean-hearted.  (“Clean-hearted”
is sometimes taken as those who are loyal to God for His sake and not to earn some reward for 
themselves.)

Paul's letter to the Corinthians speaks of a calling to the faithful. Paul flips the conventional wisdom on 
its head regarding the qualifications for answering such a calling.  It does not require great wisdom or 
nobility according to human standards.  Indeed we should not boast of our calling as if we had any 
merit of our own. The only merit worth boasting about is that of the Lord.  As in the Beatitudes, those 
that are weak, lowly and despised are raised up through this call.   

Reflection Questions:
• Have I ever felt inadequate (not smart enough, not eloquent enough) to serve God in a way that 

He might be calling me?  What does Paul's letter say about such ideas?
• Have I ever despised others in their work in the Church because I didn't think they were smart 

enough or holy enough to serve God?  If so, what can I do to make amends to these people?
• What does “poor in spirit” mean to me?  Have I ever been poor in spirit?
• What sort of value does the world place on meekness?  Why might Jesus want to especially 

extol meekness as a virtue?
• Who do I know that has a “clean heart”?   How does God's blessing for this virtue appear in 

their lives?
• List some ways in which we can be peacemakers in today's world?  Consider both peace in our 

own lives and peace in the world at large.
• Have I ever been persecuted for righteousness' sake?  Have I ever avoided such persecution out 

of fear?


