
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time (February 19th, 2017)
(LV 19:1-2, 17-18;1 COR 3:16-23; MT 5:38-48)

Jesus tells us in today's gospel to “offer no resistance to one who is evil”, “turn the other cheek”, and 
“love your enemy.”  At this point we often feel tempted to offer excuses for Jesus, saying “he didn't 
mean this” and “he didn't mean that.”  But let's look at what Jesus did mean. Jesus gives an explanation
at the end of the command.  He says “that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes 
his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust.”  In other 
words, God sets the example we are to imitate.  Unjust people are God's enemies.  They offend Him 
deeply.  Yet He turns the other cheek when they offend Him.  He loves them despite their insults.  He 
blesses them with worldly blessings of gentle rain and warm sun.  In today's world we see examples of 
bad people seeming to prosper according to worldly standards.  This is God setting an example for us, 
showing us that He does not ask us to do anything He does not already do as well.

This teaching of Jesus is supported by the first reading where the Lord says to Moses, “Be holy, for I, 
the LORD, your God, am holy.” and “Take no revenge and cherish no grudge against any of your 
people. You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Recall that when Jesus was asked to clarify “who is 
my neighbor”, he told the parable of the Good Samaritan that extended the meaning of “love your 
neighbor” far beyond our immediate circle of friends, family, and even countrymen.  God is asking us 
to imitate Him in this regard too. In Paul's letter to the Corinthians we are reminded that we are the 
temple of God, and therefore holy.  If the admonitions in today's gospel to turn the other cheek seem to 
be foolish, Paul reminds us that “If any one among you considers himself wise in this age, let him 
become a fool, so as to become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in the eyes of God. ”

Reflection Questions:
• Who are my enemies and how have they offended me?
• Do I feel tempted to strike back when I am offended?  Am I afraid of what will happen if I “turn

the other cheek”?
• In what ways does the wisdom of God appear foolish?
• Paul says “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.”  Name ways in which 

the wisdom of the world turns out to be vain.


