
The 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Feb. 11, 2018)

(Lv 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 Cor 10:31—11:1; Mk 1:40-45)

Jesus healed a man with leprosy, as we hear in today's gospel, by reaching out and touching him.  The 
response by Jesus stands in contrast to the one prescribed in the reading from Leviticus where a priest 
would make a determination of leprosy.  After that is determined, the leper is required to live apart from
his family and friends and outside the protection of the camp. The Jews in that era believed that what 
we know as leprosy would have been caused by sin, since the doctors could not heal the skin condition.
So, because of his supposed sin, the victim is left out of the community. He is on his own.  But Jesus 
not only tolerates his presence but actually reaches out his hand and touches him.  So that the rules 
established in Leviticus may still be followed, Jesus sends the man to the priest for evaluation.  Jesus 
does not eliminate the law.  He fulfills it, but in a new proactive and powerful way.  Instead of just 
waiting to see what happens to the affliction, Jesus heals it.

• In what ways can I take an active role to heal the hurts in our world instead of merely passing 
judgment on them?

• What regrets have kept me from feeling included in God's Kingdom?

• Has the sacrament of reconciliation helped me to feel more included in God's Kingdom?

• Have I ever been willing to set aside a cultural or religious expectation (like Jesus did in 
touching the leper) in order to do what seemed most beneficial for another?  If so, how did that 
make me feel?  If not, why not?
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