
Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 18th, 2016)
(IS 7:10-14; ROM 1:1-7; MT 1:18-24)

In the first reading, Ahaz's refusal to ask for a sign from God was actually his hypocritical way of 
saying he preferred to rely on an alliance with the Assyrians rather than rely on God alone to save 
Judah from threats from neighboring kingdoms. From the context we would expect the sign to be some 
indication of how Judah's national security would realized in the face of the threats he perceived at the 
time. But the sign that God gives through Isaiah goes far beyond problems of the day.  The sign of 
Isaiah is nothing short of the coming of salvation for the entire world for all time.  We can remind 
ourselves of this paradox when we get so wrapped up in our problems that we don't see the bigger 
picture that God has in mind.

The gospel today is mostly about Joseph, and how he deals with his predicament.  It must have seemed 
like quite a predicament to him at first, to find his betrothed already with child.  He had no prior 
warning as Mary did.  He was not asked by an angel to consent to his role in the Holy Family.  He was 
simply told what to do and he obeyed.  We don't hear that much about Joseph's “ponderings” like we do
about Mary.  But it is very likely that Joseph too did quite a bit of pondering about the wondrous events
in which he found himself.

We can imagine how Joseph might have prayed his own “magnificat.”  Unlike Mary, Joseph was not 
blessed with an immaculate conception.  He struggled more like we do, weighed down by original sin.  
Joseph may have expressed an initial unwillingness to go along with God's plan and may even have 
expressed resentment at having his plans superseded.  But the important thing is he did come around 
and welcomed Mary into his home and served God well as protector of the Holy Family and guide and 
teacher for the child Jesus.

Sometimes we can feel like our role in life is only to support others who have a more “glorious” role, 
as Joseph supported Mary and Jesus.  It is at times like this that it is good to remember that being least 
in the Kingdom of God is better than any honors recognized on earth. No role should be too humble for
any one of us if we are advancing God's will.

Reflection Questions:
• Are there problems in my life that dominate my attention?  Is there a way that trusting in God 

can replace some of that concern?
• Do I sometimes see my role in life thrust upon me without my consent?  If so, am I willing to 

do what is asked anyway?


