
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Dec. 31, 2017)

(Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3; Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-19; Lk 2:22-40)

The story of Abraham and Sarah tells of the remarkable comeback of their having a child in their old 
age. What's more, this child is promised to have innumerable descendants, so that Abraham and Sarah 
live up to their names of “father of many nations” and “princess.”  But as St. Paul reminds us in the 
second reading, that was not the end of the story.  There will also come the time when God tests 
Abraham by asking him to sacrifice Isaac, that one treasured offspring.  Being asked to give up your 
only son is remarkable enough.  In this case it is especially remarkable because of the way in which 
God first blessed Abraham and Sarah with the promise of innumerable descendants.  How could there 
be innumerable descendants if the only chance for grandchildren is given up?  But as we know, God 
did not have Abraham follow through with the sacrifice once it became clear that he was willing to do 
it.  The point is, God was true to His promise, regardless of the fact that it seemed unlikely to be 
fulfilled.  Abraham trusted in God's word when his common sense would be telling him it was 
impossible.

In the gospel we hear about more promises that most likely gave Mary and Joseph mixed feelings.  
Through Simeon they learn that great things will come from their son, Jesus – that he will bring 
salvation and glory.  But he will also cause the rise and fall of many in Israel. And most troubling of all,
they learn that Mary will undergo great sorrow because of Jesus.  But just like Abraham, Mary did not 
let the prospect of enduring great sorrow shake her faith and deny the joy that comes with doing the 
will of God.  She accepted with joy the path that she knew would contain heartache for the sake of the 
love she had for God and His word, just as she accepted with joy the news at the annunciation.  For 
Mary's consistent acceptance of God's will – not just once but throughout her life – she rightly is 
crowned Queen of Heaven.

• How does Mary's acceptance of a sorrowful path compare with the modern image of a happy 
life with all discomfort minimized?

• Do we sometimes find a need to “double check” God when His promises seem unrealistic, as 
they must have seemed to Abraham?

• To what extent are we responsible for fulfilling promises made by God by being the agents of 
those fulfillments?
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