
2nd Sunday of Advent (Dec. 10, 2017)

(Is 40:1-5, 9-11; 2 Pt 3:8-14; Mk 1:1-8)

The reading from Isaiah points to the coming of the Savior who is Christ the Lord.  Many of these 
verses have been set to music we use at mass, so powerful and lyrical is their message.  They speak of 
comfort, healing and a long-awaited salvation.  Peter's letter in the second reading also exhorts us to 
look ahead to the final coming of the Lord.  Peter is aware that people place expectations on God's 
schedule based on their own judgment, and according to that judgment, people may decide that God 
has failed.  And so he cautions us to be patient and ready, for we cannot know the mind of God or pass 
judgment on His timing.  What may appear to some as God's slackness is actually God's long-suffering 
patience, waiting to give as many people as possible the time to repent of their own free will before the 
coming judgment.  So we should use the extra time wisely to advance in holiness for whatever time is 
allotted to us.

In Mark's gospel we hear how John the Baptist heralded the coming of Christ, starting with his unusual 
life-style of living apart in the desert, dressed in camel skin and foraging for honey and insects.  What a
sight he must have been!  Yet more remarkable than his appearance and life-style was the radical 
message of the imminent coming of the Savior of the world.  John preached a message of repentance 
and baptism, and announced that the coming Savior would also preach a message, but will have a much
more powerful baptism – by the Holy Spirit instead of just water.

• Why do you think it was important that someone prepare the way of the Lord?

• What does it mean to repent?  List some aspects or characteristics of repentance.

• The Holy Spirit is now a recognized person in God, but what do you think John's disciples 
thought he meant by the “he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit?”
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