
Feast of the Transfiguration (August 6th, 2017)
(Dn 7:9-10,13-14;2 Pt 1:16-19; Mt 17:1-9)

For most of his ministry on earth, Jesus presented himself in totally human form.  He kept his divinity 
concealed, except for occasional miracles, like the Transfiguration.  Only Peter, James, and John got to 
experience Jesus transfigured on the mountain.  It would be up to them and their successors to tell 
others this important story about Jesus at the proper time.  One of those successors, Pope John Paul II, 
continued that tradition by establishing the Transfiguration as the fourth Luminous Mystery of the 
rosary when recited on Thursdays.  We have the benefit of 20 centuries of teaching and study to explain
the importance of the Transfiguration.  Peter had no such instruction.  He was so confused at the time 
that all he could think of to do was to build three tents on the mountain – perhaps to make the moment 
a bit more permanent.  But as quickly as it happened, it was over and only Jesus was left, looking rather
ordinary.

The first reading from the prophet Daniel shows the same reality as the Transfiguration but from the 
heavenly perspective.  The prophet sees not a fleeting vision, as Peter, James, and John saw, but a 
permanent state of dominion, glory, and kingship given to the Son by the Father.  With this vision in 
mind, it is interesting to consider the Transfiguration again.  We can think of the events as just a tiny 
indicator of a much greater reality going on just beyond our earthly senses.  We can imagine standing 
with Peter, James, and John in a dark hallway just outside the royal hall. Then for a brief time, the door 
opens slightly. The bright glorious light from heaven streams forth into our darkness, and out come 
Elijah and Moses.  The prophet and the emancipator visit with Jesus for a while and then return to their 
heavenly reality.  The door closes and we are left in the dark again.  Yet we cannot forget what we have 
seen!

• Does the Transfiguration help me to believe in the divinity of Jesus?
• Earthly rulers often make a big show of their power on earth by parading their weapons and 

their riches.  Compare their show of power with God's very judicious display of power in our 
lives.  Why do you suppose God does not show His power more often and more dramatically?

• Have you ever experienced a glimpse of heaven on earth?  If so, describe the moment.
• How does our realization of the divinity of Christ affect our acceptance of Him as a friend and a

guide?


