
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 27th, 2017)

( Is 22:19-23; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20)

Shebna was the prideful, arrogant, and self-serving treasurer to King Hezekiah of Judah. He thought he 
was so secure in his position that he even had an elaborate royal tomb built to honor himself after his 
death.  But the Lord told him through Isaiah that he would be brought down from his lofty position and 
all he had would be given to a more worthy steward, Eliakim. Some Jewish historians believe Shebna 
contracted leprosy and was forced from the court and eventually from the nation because the disease 
was seen as a direct judgment of God.  Although it sometimes seems like wicked men prosper, 
ultimately God is in control and will deliver a just judgment on the powerful who abuse their power. 

The second reading from Paul's letter to the Romans continues the theme of God's supremacy.  Paul 
tells us that no one knows the mind of God or can claim God owes them anything.  On the contrary, we 
owe everything to God because everything that exists is due to God.

In Matthew's gospel Peter acknowledges the supremacy of Jesus by identifying him as “the Christ, the 
Son of the living God.”  In return, Jesus confers on Peter the keys to the kingdom of heaven, the 
authority of the Church, to bind and to loose.  This authority was pre-figured in the reading from Isaiah:

I will place the key of the House of David on Eliakim's shoulder;
when he opens, no one shall shut
when he shuts, no one shall open. 

The phrase, “the key of the House of David” is used in only two places in the Bible – here in Isaiah and
again in Revelation 3:7, where it refers to Jesus the Christ.

• When does it appear to me that the authority of God is manifest in today's world?
• When have I been disappointed that God did not exercise His authority the way I thought he 

should?  Can I apply the reading from Romans to help me at such times?
• How do I balance the “God is in control” message with the obligation to do what I can to solve 

problems?  For example, some people say pollution or nuclear war could never destroy life on 
earth because God is in control and would not allow that.
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