
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 7, 2016)

Luke's gospel for this Sunday tells us to be ready to serve our Lord, whenever he might call upon us.  
This readiness to serve is portrayed in servants waiting for their master's return, ready to serve him a 
meal and wait on that master at table.  “Gird your loins” means to tie up loose clothing in preparation 
for performing this service.  But then a strange thing happens.  When the master does return, he puts on
an apron and begins to wait on those servants who were ready and waiting for his return.  This is very 
different from what we might expect of some earthly master.  It is an extreme role reversal, reminding 
us of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples.  It shows that the Lord, our God, cannot be outdone in 
generosity and love.  In this parable, willingness to serve the Lord is rewarded almost before the 
service to the Lord is rendered.

The second reading from Hebrews confirms this promise of reward for faith.  Abraham was ready to 
respond when God called, and he was rewarded beyond what he expected or could have imagined, 
although he did not experience the ultimate promise of redemption through Jesus Christ in his lifetime. 
We are told he “saw it and greeted it from afar”.  In that sense, we are more fortunate than Abraham, 
since we already have the fulfillment of that promise in Christ.  We have only to accept it.  Then, like 
the faithful servants waiting for their master's return, that promise is ours.

Reflection Questions:
• What does it take to stay ready on a daily basis for serving our Lord?
• Do I view readiness to serve our Lord as a privilege or a chore?
• Do I really believe the promises our God makes to us for being faithful?
• How do I handle waiting for the Master's return when He is delayed?


