
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time (August 28, 2016)

The first reading from Sirach is about humility.  We are promised admiration from our friends and favor
from God if we conduct our affairs with humility.  Then we are specifically warned against the pride of 
searching into things beyond our strength, or seeking what is too sublime.  It seems we are being 
advised to “know our limitations” in our exercise of humility.  The gospel is also about humility.  
Where Sirach talked about being humble in assessing what you think you can do, Jesus talks about 
being humble in what you think you deserve.  He advises us to let others take the places of honor – 
accepting honors only if and when they are offered by others who have the power to grant such honors.

This view of humility contrasts sharply with the images we just saw in the recent Olympics.  There we 
saw competitors “run the race” against all the others.  The winners would hold up one finger signifying 
they were better than all the rest.  Letting others take the places of honor, as described in the gospel, 
was the furthest thing from their minds.  As Christians, we “run the race”, not so much to put ourselves 
ahead of others, but rather to strive for a personal best and help others achieve their personal best in this
spiritual race, too – more like when Abbey D’Agostino and Nikki Hamblin helped each other finish the 
5,000 meter race after a fall on the track. 

Reflection Questions:
• How do I reconcile the advice of Sirach not to search into matters too sublime for me with the 

world's advice that “you can do anything you set your mind to”?
• What instances are there in my life of “letting others take the places of honor” as suggested by 

Jesus in the gospel?
• When have I done someone a kindness with the hope that I will get some benefit in return from 

that person?


