
3rd Sunday of Easter (April 30, 2017)
(Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35)

The Catholic faith has us as Easter People: people who believe in the Resurrection and in the 
Eucharist.  We are now 15 days into the 50 day Easter Season.  So far the Gospels are filled with 
doubt!
The women at the tomb were confused.  They thought someone stole the body.  The angels told them
Jesus has risen.  They told the Apostles but the Apostles didn't believe them.  Last week we had the 
Gospel of the "Doubting Thomas".  Even when his ten closest friends told him they had seen the 
risen Lord, he would not believe.  Now we have today's Gospel with the story of the two on the road 
to Emmaus.  Even walking the seven miles with Jesus as he explains all of salvation history to them, 
they failed to recognize Jesus in their midst.  But,  they invited Jesus to stay with them and then they 
recognized him in the breaking of the bread (the Eucharist).  Then they recalled how their "hearts 
were burning" as they listen to Jesus. And for Thomas, all his doubt vanished when he saw the Lord 
and he acknowledged, "My Lord and My God". 
The two from Emmaus came to see Jesus in the Eucharist and then believed.  Thomas saw Christ and
believed. 
As we go through the Easter Season, if we face doubt in the resurrection, let us turn to Jesus and 
believe.  We will not see Jesus as Thomas did, but we can see Jesus in the Eucharist as the two from 
Emmaus did.  Jesus told Thomas, "Have you come to believe because you have seen me?  Blessed 
are those who have not seen and have believed."  Jesus was clearly talking about us!
 

• Do you see Jesus in the breaking of the bread at Mass? 
• Do you feel strengthen in your call to ministry by the events of Easter? 
• How/when did you encounter Jesus as you "walked" through the last week? 


