
2nd Sunday of Easter (April 23rd, 2017)
(ACTS 2:42-47; 1 PT 1:3-9; JN 20:19-31)

The first reading from Acts paints an idyllic picture of first century Christianity.  The author talks about
eating meals “with exultation and sincerity of heart” and communal life devoted to prayer and 
following the teaching of the apostles. Yet we know from Paul's writings that there were disagreements 
among Christians over things like observance of Jewish dietary law and circumcision.  Clearly the 
author of Acts does not see such disagreements to be significant enough to overshadow the joy of the 
gospel message.

• Discuss ways in which this outlook might help to heal the effects of the divisions we see in 
today's political climate.

The story of Doubting Thomas in the gospel might lead one to think that Thomas was an especially 
skeptical person. But the other disciples were not subjected to the same test that he was.  The other ten 
in the upper room got to see Jesus in person the first time.  For all we know, any of them might have 
behaved just as Thomas did if they hadn't seen Jesus first.  In fact, we have lots of examples of other 
disciples doubting.   In Luke 24 we see that they all refused to believe the women who reported their 
experiences at the empty tomb and the words of the angels there.  And in Mark 16 we see an encounter 
with the risen Jesus by two disciples on the road to the country.  But when those two returned to tell the
other disciples of their encounter, they were not believed either.  So Thomas' skepticism is more the 
rule than the exception, and we shouldn't be too hard on him.  Perhaps Jesus just used Thomas to 
illustrate the virtues of believing without seeing.  But clearly Jesus values a conversion of the heart 
more than he values the path one takes to that conversion.

• Are there aspects of the faith that I find difficult to accept at face value?
• Just as Thomas asked for evidence, what evidence might I want Jesus to give me to make it 

easier to accept those things that I have difficulty accepting?

This is Divine Mercy Sunday.  In the prophetic revelations given to St. Faustina in the 1930s, Jesus 
promised complete forgiveness of all sins and punishments to those who go to confession within 20 
days and receive Holy Communion on this day. Coming one week after Easter this celebration reminds 
us that Jesus continues in His exceptional personal efforts to extend mercy to sinners, even into modern
times.

• Do I think of Jesus' role in my life as a once-and-for-all act completed 2000 years ago?  Or do I 
see Jesus as actively looking for ways to forgive sinners today?

• Is it worth it to go to confession in the next 20 days to cancel all punishment for my past sins? 
Or is this prophetic revelation from St. Faustina one of those things I need to see personally 
before I can believe?


