
5th Sunday of Lent (April 2nd, 2017)
(EZ 37:12-14; ROM 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45)

The idea of the resurrection of the dead was promised in the reading from Ezekiel, but the fulfillment 
of that promise came with Jesus.  And so we see Jesus raising Lazarus to physical life after Lazarus was
dead for four days.  We see the reaction of his sisters, Martha and Mary.  But we see almost nothing 
about the man Lazarus himself, other than that he came out of the tomb when called.  Was Lazarus 
thankful?  We presume so, but the gospel does not focus much on him as a person.   

When Jesus sees the tomb of Lazarus, he weeps.  Jesus knew, even before he traveled to Bethany, that 
he would raise Lazarus from the dead.  So why is he weeping?  It could be that Jesus feels sorry for his 
beloved friend Lazarus having to endure physical death twice instead of once like most people. 
Presumably Lazarus eventually died again, some time later. This raising from the dead was not a final 
raising from the dead that we all hope to experience, but it does prefigure that final resurrection.   Jesus 
explains the purpose of this event earlier when he said “This illness is not to end in death, but is for the 
glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  Jesus is using Lazarus's death to lead 
Martha, Mary, and his disciples to a belief in a resurrection even more significant than the one 
experienced by Lazarus – a resurrection without any death afterwards. 

The selection from Ezekiel comes after the vision of the dry bones which God covers with flesh and 
brings back to life.  In the vision the dry bones represent the whole house of Israel.  The prophet has 
these bones saying “our hope is lost, and we are cut off.”  So the restoration of the dry bones represents
a more general restoration than simply resurrection from the dead.  It represents hope for the hopeless. 
This restoration is intended as a source of comfort here and now, not just a promise of a life to come.  

Reflection Questions:
• There are many characters in this long story of the raising of Lazarus.  There is Jesus who sets 

off to teach a lesson.  There is Thomas who fatalistically expects they will all die in Judea. 
There is Martha who comes out to meet Jesus.  There is Mary who stays home and comes out 
later.  There are the Jews who wondered at Jesus weeping. There is Lazarus himself.  Take each 
one of these characters and discuss the story from their perspective.  What were their thoughts 
and feelings? Can we identify with any or all of them?

• In the second reading, Paul promises the Romans life through the Spirit of Christ because that 
Spirit dwells in them already.  What signs do we see in our lives and the lives of those around us
of the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them. 

• In contrast to Paul's promise of resurrection, which is conditioned upon having the Spirit of 
Christ indwelling, the promise of resurrection in the first reading from Ezekiel is unconditional. 
Why do you suppose there is this difference?


