
The 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Jan. 21, 2018)

(Jon 3:1-5, 10; 1 Cor 7:29-31; Mk 1:14-20)

The city of Ninevah where Jonah reluctantly preached God's message of repentance was in Assyria,  an
enemy of the Jews. Like most Jews of his time, Jonah liked to think they were specially favored by 
God and did not like the idea of God showing mercy to their enemies. So Jonah is quite upset when his 
message to Ninevah is favorably received and the people all repent.  God's mercy to the Ninevites 
prefigures the gospels where salvation is offered for all – Jew and gentile alike.

In Paul's letter to the Corinthians he reminds them of the transitory nature of this present life – both for 
the whole world in general and also for each person in their particular life.  He warns them not to be so 
deeply involved with this world as if it would go on forever.  Material wealth will come to an end as 
will earthly relationships like husband and wife.

In the gospel Jesus calls his first disciples – Peter, Andrew, James and John.  They seem to follow him 
immediately.  We can only speculate on what Jesus said to each of them or what they saw that 
convinced them.  The gospel does not say.  It was probably something personally different for each of 
them. God speaks to all of humanity as a group, but He also speaks to each of us in ways that are just 
for each of us – personally.  It is like getting a hand-written invitation to a party instead of a mass-
printed postcard.  Whatever Jesus said to convince Peter, Andrew, James and John, it must have been 
very compelling.

• Are you sometimes like Jonah, unwilling to live as if God loves even your enemies?

• Have you adequately prepared in a spiritual sense to leave this world?

• Do you see God as desiring a personalized and unique relationship with you; or do you think 
God is calling you to be one of many interchangeable soldiers in His army?

• What good experiences have you had as an evangelist for Christ?  Were you surprised by the 
reactions to your efforts?
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