
Reflection for Sept. 30, 2018 (26th Sunday in Ordinary Time)

(Nm 11:25-29; Jas 5:1-6; Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48)

In our first reading from the Book of Numbers, the Lord comes down in a cloud to talk to 
Moses and bestows the spirit upon the others in his camp.  When those who are not in his 
camp begin to prophesy, Joshua asks Moses to stop them.  Moses refuses because he 
knows he does not control the spirit, and he will not jealously guard it.  In today’s Gospel, 
Mark warns Jesus that others have been healing in His name.  Jesus does not rebuke those 
leaders who are not numbered among his followers.  God’s work in the world cannot be the 
exclusive domain of only one group of people.  The Holy Spirit will not be manipulated or 
restrained.  It may come in power and glory outside our camp.  Its presence may be regarded 
in as simple, as Christ says, as giving someone a cup of water to drink.  Would that all the 
people of the Lord were prophets!

 

In the second reading, James condemns the uncaring rich, those who live in luxury with no 
thought for the poor.  He condemns those who profit at the expense of the poor, those who 
refuse to pay just wages to their laborers.   The Gospel reading continues to offer significant 
wisdom for avoiding the destructive power of sin.  Whatever becomes an obstacle in following
God’s will must be eliminated.  Jesus’ graphic image of cutting off and plucking out captures 
how amputating and disfiguring the mutilation of sin is.

 

Reflection Questions:

• Can you think of examples where one can be resentful of someone moving onto their 
turf even if he or she is doing good and has great new ideas?

• What can we do to keep our youth involved in parish life?

• Where do you see God working in the world around you, even if not through your 
group?

• Which group of people experiencing economic disaster or any disaster, weighs 
heaviest on your heart?
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