
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Sept. 23, 2018)

(Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16-4:3; Mk 9:30-37)

 

The book of Wisdom was written a hundred years before Christ by an unknown author in 
Alexandria.  Our reading from Wisdom describes how the wicked can plot and scheme 
against a just man and test God at the same time. It is an exhortation to avoid that sort of 
behavior.  But it is also a prophesy.  It is a foreshadowing of the persecution and death of 
Jesus at the hands of those who were upset at his preaching.  The second reading from 
James is also an exhortation to wisdom.  That wisdom James describes as pure, peaceable, 
gentle, compliant, merciful, and fruitful.  It is contrasted with selfish ambition, worldly 
passions, envy, and fighting and killing.  The Gospel gives us more wisdom as Jesus tells us 
how to be great by humbly serving others.  It is another one of Jesus's many counter-intuitive 
counter-cultural role reversal messages.
 

• We can only imagine what the disciples were saying along the way as they debated 
who was the greatest among them.  What might we say today when we are trying to 
make ourselves sound greater than others?  What might Jesus say to us about our 
boasting?

• Nobody today would say openly “With revilement and torture let us put the just one to 
the test... Let us condemn him to a shameful death” as in the first reading.  Yet by our 
sins we are equally responsible.  How do I feel about my role in condemning Jesus to 
death?

• In the letter from James we are told of the futility of things like jealousy, coveting, and 
fighting. How can we use Jesus' advice about humble service from the Gospel to avoid
the futility described in the letter of James?

• James writes, “You ask but you do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it 
on your passions.”  What does this mean to you?


