
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (September 22, 2019)
(Am 8:4-7; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13)

Amos was a shepherd/prophet who denounced the prosperous northern Kingdom of Israel for their 
greed, which had made their official worship hollow and blinded them to the plight of the poor. Amos 
reminds us that religion isn’t an insurance policy against our sins, especially those committed against 
the poor. Living in the covenant of God's love involves not only religious practice, but also our moral, 
political, and economic lives as well. Without a real concern for the weakest among us, the blessing of 
wealth can be a curse of blindness in regard to our position before God. Before God none can boast. 
Before God we’re all poor.

In Paul's letter to Timothy we are asked to offer supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings for 
everyone, especially for all in authority. Elsewhere Paul reminds us that all authority has God as its 
origin and is for our good. If those in authority receive the graces we ask for them, public life will 
allow tranquility, piety, and dignity. We owe it to our neighbor to work for the best possible social 
system.

The parable of the dishonest steward in the Gospel has to be understood in the light of the custom of 
how stewards got paid in that society. While acting on behalf of their masters in business transactions, 
they would add on their own usurious commissions beyond what was rightfully owed. So in telling a 
debtor to “sit down quickly and write one for 50” (instead of 100), the steward was foregoing his own 
usurious commission and charging the debtor only the real amount owed to the master. Jesus was not 
commending this steward for cheating his master. He was commending him for sacrificing present 
worldly gains to ensure for himself a better life after this one.

Amos shows people in business planning how they are going to earn more money. How far 
should one go in business to maximize profits?
The Declaration of Independence says “Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed” but Paul says in Romans 13 “Whatever 
authorities exist have been appointed by God.” How do we reconcile these two views of the 
ultimate source of authority of governments? How does this impact our prayer for those in 
power, as called for by today's second reading?
In our everyday lives, how can we be better and more effective stewards of our Master's 
goods? Do we act as though God is scrutinizing our intentions or do we instead do what is most 
convenient?
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