
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time September 1st 2019

 

Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 +     Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a +     Luke 14:1, 7-14

 

In today’s Gospel reading we see people vying for places of honor. Jesus, however, challenges us to do just the 
opposite: to seek the “lowest place.” While many in the world compete for worldly prestige and honor, Jesus is 
asking Christians to outdo one another in the practice of true humility.

Real honor comes from seeking the glory of God, not the praise of men. We know from our experience that the 
honors of this world are fleeting. The trophy, the new position, the praise from your boss, and the time visiting with a
famous person will not fulfill us. They ultimately are just smoke that will blow away and leave us only hungering for 
more. And when we seek recognition from others or go out of our way to draw attention to ourselves, our quest for 
worldly glory distracts us from finding our true identity and fulfillment in life which come from God alone.

If we seek the “lowest place” with sincerity, however, we will have more room for God in our hearts. God will see our
humility and bless us. He also will give us the ultimate reward—a place in his presence forever.

·     Today’s readings draw our attention to the virtue of true humility. Take a moment to think of a humble person. 
What qualities does this person possess that makes him or her humble?

·     In the Gospel reading, Jesus encourages us not to seek out situations where we can draw praise and attention 
to ourselves, but to “take the lowest place.” What are some ways we can put this into practice? In other words, how 
might we seek out taking a “lower place” in our families, workplace, parish, or communities?

·      Picture yourself entering the feast. You see various distinguished guests— important people—walking toward 
the main tables to take their spots. There are also poor, simple people whom no one recognizes sitting near the 
back. Now imagine that you are told you can sit anywhere you want. Which seat would you desire in your heart to 
choose? Where do you think that Jesus would be sitting?


