
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time September 8th 2019

WIS 9:13-18B   , PHMN 9-10, 12-17   , LK 14:25-33

Today’s Gospel reading about being Jesus’ disciple is both beautiful and challenging. In it we hear that no 
one is worthy to be called Jesus’ disciple unless he hates his mother/father/sister/brother/spouse for Jesus’ 
sake, takes up his own cross to follow Jesus, and renounces his possessions. To modern readers, this 
probably doesn’t sound like very good marketing on Jesus’ part; all three of these requirements for 
following Jesus are quite challenging. We have to remember, however, that Jesus is speaking in a Jewish 
context. In Hebrew tradition, to hate one thing and love another simply meant to give preference to one 
over the other. Jesus is saying that to be his disciple one must put God above even one’s own family. If 
God is not in first place, then nothing is in its right place. In this Gospel reading we hear that great crowds 
are following Jesus. He has become very popular—everyone wants to be near him. But then Jesus turns to
the crowds with the challenge to love Him above all other loves. It can be easy for us to get very excited 
and enthusiastic about the Christian faith, but it’s much harder to imitate Christ in the face of our day-to-day
struggles. As you delve into this week’s Scripture readings with the participants, the key question is: Are 
you walking in the footsteps of Christ? In the text from Wisdom, we can see clearly the Church’s teaching 
that we are subject to certain effects of original sin, the sin that we have inherited from our first parents, 
Adam and Eve. In the beginning, in our unfallen state, a person would have been possessed of a sublime 
integrity, the right ordering of our passions or emotions under the direction of an intellect and will.  That 
person would have had the gift of supernatural virtues and gifts of the Holy Spirit, as well as a special gift of
infused knowledge. In that original state, which would have followed upon our having been made by God in
innocence and grace, we would have easily had concourse with him and been at peace with each other. 
Because of the first sin, however, we find that our emotions are often at odds with reason. As St. Paul says;
“For I take delight in the law of God, in my inner self, but I see in my members another principle at war with 
the law of my mind” (Romans 7:22-23). Our minds, although still capable of rational reflection, are subject 
to a darkening, which came upon them when Adam and Eve revolted against God. Our wills are weakened 
too. And our own personal sins can leave us weakened still more. In this fallen state, we need grace from 
God to be able to return, in some measure, to that original clarity of soul and mind and able to integrate our
emotions and drives into an ordered human life--one marked by a self-mastery that is the foundation for all 
real love.

· What are you willing to give up in order to follow Jesus? That’s the question in today’s Gospel.

· Jesus proclaims that no one is worthy to be called His disciple unless he “hates” those people dearest to 
him, or renounces his possessions, takes up his cross and follows Jesus to wherever He leads. We may try
to qualify Jesus’ words, but they proclaim a great truth: there are no half-measures when following Jesus. 
He requires everything of us. Are we willing to say yes to that?

· What half-measures do we live with that make us weak?
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