
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time September 15th 2019

(Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 51; I Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32)

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once to your people; God reminds Moses that God 
brought the Jewish people out of the land of Egypt and God continues to see how stiff-
necked they are.  Moses implores the Lord to forgive his people even though they have 
fallen back on the worshiping of bull or calf deities like the Egyptians and Canaanites. 
Psalm 51 urges us to pray to have a clean heart and a steadfast spirit renewed within us.  
In Paul’s letter to I Timothy he shares that he has been mercifully treated because he 
acted out of ignorance in his unbelief.  Christ forgave Paul that his patience with Paul is 
an example for those who would come to believe in him for everlasting life.  Paul wasn’t 
seeking Christ but Christ found him.  Paul continue to work to be an example of the mercy
at work in him, as we should be an example of the mercy we have been graced with.  In 
Luke we have three parables of the lost sheep, the lost silver piece and the prodigal son.  
If a sheep or a coin are worth the struggle to save it, certainly a human soul, a son’s soul, 
is worth the same.  The loving father in the parable is a third image for God in these three 
parables.  His eager welcome and celebration at the return of his son illustrates God’s 
overwhelming mercy that extends even to the sinners so disdained by the Pharisees.

· Can you think of a time you lost something very valuable to you and found it and what 
that meant to you?  Did you pray to St. Anthony for help?

· Do you have your own “prodigal story”? Did God pursue you or perhaps find you like the 
Good Shepherd and bring you back to the fold?

· Can you see past personal injury and show love and compassion to those who have 
harmed you?  How easy is it for you to forgive and show mercy? 

· Reflect on someone you know who is lost and in need of being found.  God loves that 
person; how can you be an example of love to that person?


