
Thirtieth Sunday In Ordinary Time (October 28, 2018)

(Jeremiah 31:7-9, Responsorial Psalm 126:1-6, (3), Hebrews 5:1-6, Mark 10:46-52)

In the midst of devastating wars and deportation among nations, the prophet Jeremiah offers 
his people God’s vision for the future.  God promises to unite his people from the places to 
which they have been scattered.  God shows special concern for the most vulnerable of 
society.  By healing the blind man in today’s Gospel, Jesus fulfills Jeremiah’s prophecy, “The 
blind and lame in their midst” follow Jesus into Jerusalem where he will establish God’s 
Kingdom.

Today’s account of the blind beggar Bartimaeus offers a picture of the qualities of authentic 
discipleship. The true disciple sees more clearly, appeals to Christ for help, places faith in 
Jesus Christ as the only source of life and light, and is dedicated to following Christ.  Jesus 
wishes for Bartimaeus to follow him, just as he wishes for all mankind to follow him, out of 
gratitude and love.  Our free will, which is always respected by God, allows us to give the 
Father the ultimate gift – that of our decision to follow his Son.

 

· As Jesus passes through Jericho, Bartimaeus is among the crowd.  He shouts out, “Jesus, 
son of David, have pity on me.”  Bartimaeus is persistent and knows that Jesus can help him. 
God is never pestered by his children’s prayers.  He is pleased with our perseverance.  How 
often do we silence ourselves when we feel the need to call out to Jesus?

How quickly do we give up on prayer?

How persistent are we willing to be?

 

· How might today’s Responsorial Psalm be a fitting prayer for Bartimaeus after Jesus healed 
him?  How might it touch you in your current circumstances?

 

· How does the Gospel’s portrait of Bartimaeus as a true disciple echo your discipleship?  
How does it offer you encouragement?

 


