
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Oct. 21, 2018)

(Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16;Mk 10:35-45)

James and John asked to sit alongside Jesus in his glory. Jesus does not exactly condemn them for 
wanting this.  It was an expression of the enthusiasm they had for the mission.  But Jesus gently 
tempers their enthusiasm by pointing out that it will not be that easy.  “You do not know what you are 
asking” he tells them.  This is similar to the message of the Gospel of four weeks ago (Mark 9:30-37) 
where Jesus said “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” Instead 
of addressing their request directly, Jesus again directs their thoughts to how they should be humble in 
the service to God and those in need.

In the letter to the Hebrews Paul tells us to “confidently approach the throne of grace.” Paul wanted to 
assure the Hebrews that grace and mercy are available to them through Christ.  He wanted them to see 
Jesus as their friend who helps them to overcome sin, not just as their accuser who convicts them of 
sin.

The reading from Isaiah is more of the “suffering servant” theme. How wonderful it is for us that Jesus,
the perfect realization of the suffering servant, offers us mercy and relief from this burden of guilt!

• If you don't feel confident about approaching the throne of grace, what can you do to gain that 
confidence?

• What common habits can you think of that cause us to feel distant from God's mercy and 
perhaps feel that it is “not for us?”

• How can today's readings better prepare us to endure sickness?

• When James and John answered Jesus with “We can,” do you think they had any idea what they
were affirming? What does their desire to follow Jesus, even after his warning, say about their 
character?

• How can we exercise servant leadership in our own lives?
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