
November 25, 2018  ~ Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Daniel 7:13-14, Responsorial Psalm: 93 1-2, 5 (1a), Revelation 1:5-8, John 18:33b -37

 

On this final Sunday of the liturgical year, we celebrate Jesus Christ as ruler over ourselves 
and the universe.  Our Lord is going to return in glory.  He will sit on his throne and be our 
King forever.  We will inherit the kingdom that has been prepared for us.  This brings us joy, 
strengthens our faith and hope, and can help us to persevere through the current state of the 
world with its wars and strife, hunger and poverty, hatred, diseases, and natural disasters, 
etc.  Its days are numbered.  All the evil will not triumph in the end.

            To prepare ourselves for our judgment, we must do our heavenly Father’s will.  We are 
then at peace.   The comforts and trials of this life are temporary.  The glory of our salvation is
eternal.  That is what we strive for.  Trust our Lord and work now with the end in mind.  
Persevere so we can enjoy that communion with Him for which He created us.

            Our First Reading gives a striking picture of Daniel’s vision: “One like the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heavens.”  All nations will serve Him.  He will bring everything under 
His Kingship that shall not be destroyed.  The Book of Revelation offers insights into what 
Christ’s kingdom means for us.  Christ has freed us from our sins by His blood.  He rules over
our hearts, making His kingdom within us.

            In the Gospel, Jesus stands before an earthly ruler, Pilate, who asks if He is King of the
Jews.  Jesus explains that His Kingdom is not of this world.  Pilate says to Jesus, “Then you 
are a King.”  Jesus answers, “You say I am a King.   For this I was born and for this I came 
into the world to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

• Have you thought of yourselves as royalty, sons and daughters of a King with an 
everlasting domain?  How does that make you feel?

• What do the images in the first and second readings have in common?   What image 
do you have of the Second Coming?  If Jesus were to come right now, what would your
thoughts or feelings be?

• What words in the Responsorial Psalm speak to you of Kingship?

• Jesus tells us in the Gospel that His Kingdom is not earthly and that He came into the 
world to testify to the truth.  What does He mean?    


