
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Nov. 18, 2018)

(Dn 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32)

The book of Daniel was written at a time of great persecution to give people hope.  Today's reading 
from Daniel is about the end times.  Despite all appearances, the good will triumph.  They shall “shine 
brightly like the splendor of the firmament.”  What a comfort this message is when the news is so full 
of tragedy and horrors.
The Gospel is also about the end times.  Mark warns of ominous signs yet to come.  Like Daniel, this 
reading also predicts an eventual vindication for the faithful.  In saying these things, Jesus was 
preparing his disciples for the hard times to come after his crucifixion.  But regarding that eventual 
vindication, Jesus cautions them against predicting the exact time.  This is a challenge for us today in a 
world where prediction of everything from the weather to eclipses to political elections has been raised 
to a fine art.
Paul's letter to the Hebrews, our second reading, is about the perfect efficacy of Christ's sacrifice.  The 
concept of forgiveness of sins was foreign to the Jews, so Paul makes a special point of reminding 
them, and us, that Christ really does forgive sin – totally and completely and forever.

• Are there times when I have a hard time feeling forgiven?  When have I been forgiven and 
really felt it?

• How can we apply the lesson of the fig tree from Mark's Gospel today?
• When Christ said, “...this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place,” 

what do you think he meant?  Is it a future generation that Christ is referring to, i.e., the people 
living when the predicted events and signs do occur?

• Describe your feelings as you picture the “Son of Man coming in the clouds” in our time.  Does 
it fill you with joy? Fear? Excitement? Relief?


	33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Nov. 18, 2018)
	(Dn 12:1-3; Heb 10:11-14, 18; Mk 13:24-32)


