
Feast of All Saints – Nov. 1
(Revelations 7:2-4, 9-14; St John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12a)

In the first reading, we get a glimpse of a Heaven full of rejoicing, with people from every race, nation, 
and tongue represented in a glorious celebration. In the second reading, we get reminded that we are 
God’s beloved children. These are wonderful images of how much God loves us and what glory we 
look forward to in Heaven. But in the Gospel, Jesus brings us back down to earth. Prior to this reading, 
Jesus has called His disciples and begun working miracles, curing the people. It must have been 
exciting to be His disciples as His fame and following spread. Now he pulls his disciples aside to make 
it clear that the road ahead will not be easy. Normally, we think of “blessings” as pleasant things – good
relationships, a secure life, beautiful surroundings. But Jesus teaches His disciples – and us- that God’s 
blessings are also on those who struggle through difficulties in this life. Those who mourn have lost 
someone they love. Those who hunger for justice have confronted oppression or injustice. Those who 
show mercy have been hurt. Those who strive for peace confront conflict. Those who are persecuted 
have suffered for standing up for the truth. It may seem that being called to take on these roles is more 
a burden than a blessing, but Jesus reassures us that the rewards that await us will be great. These are 
all qualities that the saints have modeled for us, so we can take heart that doing the work God calls us 
to brings us closer to God and the peace that the world cannot understand.

· The first Beatitude is “Blessed are the poor in spirit”. What does this phrase mean to you? Have you 
ever known someone who would fit this description?

· Mourning is not a happy time, yet Jesus tells us that those who mourn will be blessed. Have you ever 
experienced a time when mourning brought someone closer to God?

· The lives of the saints give us good examples of living out the Beatitudes. Who are your favorite 
saints? How do their lives give us examples of living the Beatitudes?


