
The 6th  Sunday of Easter (May 6, 2018)

(Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17)

Before the coming of Jesus, the Jewish people considered Yahweh to be their God.  But God shows 
Peter that He is for all people.  God's plan starts by sending Peter a vision in which foods that the Jews 
considered unclean were presented to him to eat.  Peter is reluctant to break Jewish dietary law.  But a 
voice tells him that God has purified the unclean food.  The vision repeats three times to prepare Peter 
to share a meal with Cornelius, a Roman Centurion and a Gentile who has been instructed by another 
vision to seek Peter.   That is where today's reading from Acts picks up. It continues the story of Peter 
preaching to Cornelius and his household.  Much to the surprise of Peter and other disciples, Cornelius 
and his family receive the Holy Spirit.  It is at this point that Peter finally realizes that God love is 
universal. This universality is so significant that we have taken the name “Catholic” which means 
“universal.”  In the second reading and in the Gospel we are told that the nature of this universal 
relationship with God is love.  God does not love us because we loved Him.  We love God as a natural 
response to God loving us first.  Thus the Apostle John urges Christians to love one another.  Again in 
the Gospel we hear that it was not our choice of God that initiated this wonderful relationship.  It was 
God's choice of us.  He chose us to be his friends, not his slaves.  And what a friend we have in Jesus!

• Imagine that you are one of the Gentiles in the first reading – an outsider hearing the word of 
God for the first time and learning that God knows and loves you personally.  How does that 
make you feel?

• Being a friend of Jesus in some ways is more demanding than being a slave.  Are there times 
when you feel intimidated by the idea of being God's friend?

• Think of a time when you found it difficult to love another, as Christ commanded.  How did 
you resolve this?

• How has loving both God and neighbor brought you joy?
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