
Third Sunday of Easter (May 5,  2019)
(Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Rev 5:11-14; Jn 21:1-19) 

In the joy the apostles felt in being found “worthy” to suffer for Jesus, we see most clearly the way in 
which Jesus turned the world upside down. In Jesus, things that men and women had sought to avoid 
had become a mark of one’s solidarity with the suffering Christ. What a wonderful place the world has
become since Jesus has turned even the worst things into a cause for joy.

In the reading from Revelation, we see one of the many instances of heavenly worship. The assembly 
consists in this case of countless thousands of angels, elders, and four living creatures. The 
fundamental point of St. John’s Revelation is that everything that participates in the ebb and flow of 
history is tied to prayer. Through prayer we link ourselves to the absolutely sovereign will of God and 
his divine plan. In the end, the whole of the cosmos will participate in one great acclamation of praise 
for all God has done. It’s vital that we understand that when we participate in the Liturgy, we’re 
engaging in the most important thing we’ll ever do. On our worship depends the fate of nations and 
peoples, the whole of world history.

In the Gospel of John we get a warm, restful, joyful, and pastoral feeling from the final scene of the 
Gospel story.  Jesus has brought an end to the reign of death. Just as at the beginning of Jesus's 
ministry we see Peter catching a huge quantity of fish at the direction of Jesus. But here we see a very 
different Peter from the one who responded by saying “Leave me, Lord.  I am a sinful man” when this 
same thing happened at the beginning of Jesus' ministry.  Here at the end Peter is accepting of a 
mission that he actually cannot yet understand.

• Imagine you could travel back in time and talk to Peter just after he asks Jesus to “leave me for
I am a sinful man.”  Without revealing anything specific about the future, what might you say 
to encourage Peter?  Now imagine someone doing the same thing for you.

• If someone ridicules you for your faith, does it cause you irritation?  Or do you rejoice in being
found worthy to suffer as the apostles did?

• What do you make of the angels saying “Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power 
and riches, wisdom and strength, honor and glory and blessing” ?
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