
May 26, 2019 (6th Sunday of Easter)

(Acts 15:1-29; Rev 21:10-23; John 14:25-29)

In the first reading we see the outcome of the first council in Church history.  All “ecumenical 
councils” would look to Acts 15 as a prototype.  The question for the Jerusalem council was, “Must 
Gentiles convert to Judaism to become Christians?” This council of apostles finds that Gentiles need 
not be circumcised or observe the requirements of the Mosaic Law, that they only need refrain from 
idolatrous practices that would have been characteristic of the pagans: sacrificing animals to drink their
blood, as well as ritualized sexual practices.  Jews, even today, call this the “Noahide law,” which they 
consider to be sufficient for righteousness among the Gentile peoples who are not bound by the Mosaic
Law.  The Noahide law is that simple law which the Jews believed God had given to all the 
descendants of Noah. So, to be a Gentile Christian one need only refrain from idolatry and enter the 
Church by faith and Baptism.

In the second reading we learn the heavenly Jerusalem’s foundations are the same: “the twelve apostles 
of the Lamb.”  The proliferation of the twelves in this reading (twelve gates, twelve angels, twelve 
courses of stones and twelve apostles) remind us that the Church, both of earth and heaven, means not 
an end to the twelve tribes of Israel, but the continuation of Israel.  The Church now is entirely new 
with the newness of grace in Christ, and entirely in continuity with God’s plan from the beginning for 
Israel.  So the ancient prayer of Israel, “O God, let all the nations praise you!” Psalm 67, is answered 
affirmatively by Jesus and the Church he founded.  Now Jesus is the rebuilt dwelling of David who 
calls both Jew and Gentile by name and who, as “living stones,” build them up “into a spiritual house.” 
The New Jerusalem has no temple, “for its temple is the Lord God almighty and the Lamb.”

In the Gospel we see the promise that Jesus made to send His Holy Spirit to “teach you everything and 
remind you of all that I told you.”  The same Spirit which Jesus promised and then sent when he 
returned to the right hand of the Father in heaven, inspired the apostles to say in their letter to the 
Gentile believers, that, “It is the decision of the Holy Spirit and of us…”  When the Church speaks 
through her appointed teachers, the heirs to the office of the apostles, the Pope and bishops, it is the 
Holy Spirit who speaks to us, teaches us, advocates for us, leading the Church “to all truth.”  By 
Baptism each of us is a “temple of the Holy Spirit,” and a promise we ought to constantly return to and 
rely on.  Great masters remind us that heaven is within us by Baptismal grace.  The soul in grace need 
not go to mountaintops or to the great cathedrals to find God, for he is “more interior to me than my 
inmost self,” as well as “higher than my highest self.”

• The early Church had to deal with difficult questions.  How do you deal with difficult 
questions/situations?  Who are your appointed teachers? 

• Is it difficult for you today to believe the Holy Spirit continues to guide you? To guide the 
teachings of the Church? 

• How do you picture the Holy Spirit?  Reflect on times you have felt the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in you. 
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