
5th Sunday of Easter, May 19, 2019 Year C

ACTS 14:21-27; PS 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13; REV 21:1-5A; JN 13:31-33A, 34-35

The theme from today’s readings focuses on enduring hardships and trials—embracing the crosses that God allows
into our lives. In the first reading, it’s clear Paul recognized that in Christ we’re given the perfect model of 
discipleship and he certainly suffered. Christian discipleship brings with it some special burdens for us to bear.

In the second reading, it is clear that the source of the newness of things — whether heavenly, earthly, or both—is 
God. In sharing our human sorrows, he makes ours a joy. In shedding human tears, he wipes all ours away. In any 
case, we labor in vain if we hope to build the City of God ourselves, for it’s his gift.

In our human nature, we find ourselves resistant to suffering. We avoid it and anxiously try to change situations that
are unpleasant. But God is inviting us to trust him in our day-to-day lives, even when our circumstances are 
unpleasant or involve difficulty. We see in the Gospel that it is precisely through the suffering Christ will face in his 
betrayal, passion, and death that he is glorified. One of the great mysteries of our faith is that we are all called to 
share in Christ’s glory, by sharing in his suffering. We are called to offer up the sufferings and poverty of our lives.

After Jesus mentions his glorification as Son of Man, he gives a commandment—his most important command —to
his apostles: “Love one another.” We’re to love as he loves. Jesus tells them, and us, that his followers will be 
recognizable for the love they bear for one another. In so commanding, Jesus is passing the source of his glory, 
which is his self-offering of love, to his followers, “the holy ones of the Most High” who will possess the kingdom.

The Gospel reading challenges us to look at difficulties and annoyances in our lives not simply as obstacles, but as 
opportunities for growth.

· Consider some small inconveniences or annoyances we experience on a regular basis. Maybe it’s traffic. Maybe 
it’s a situation with work or home. How do you deal with these difficulties in your life?

· In the Gospel today, Jesus knows Judas is going to betray him and he will suffer and die very soon; yet he says, 
“Now is the Son of Man glorified.” He knows that it is only through acceptance of his suffering that he will come into 
his fullness at the right hand of the Father. How is this a lesson for us when we face trials and suffering?

· What are some of the areas in your life where you are not being receptive to the cross? Is there some trial or 
inconvenience in your life that you keep avoiding?

· Now imagine Jesus knows your situation and he says to you, “Now are you glorified and now God is glorified in 
you.” What do think when you hear Jesus’ words? How can you see your suffering in a new way, knowing that God 
can bring some good from it?
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