
4th Sunday of Easter, May 12, 2019 Year C
ACTS 13:14, 43-52; PS 100:1-2, 3, 5  REV 7:9, 14B-17; JN 10:27-30

Small Group reflection

Have you ever watched a herd of animals as they journey toward a destination? It’s remarkable 
that their every move seems to be in sync with the entire group. Whether it’s a herd of cows, 
sheep, or even a flock of geese, the group seems to move as one body. Yet the key aspect that 
holds these groups together is their willingness to struggle—even suffer— to remain united as one
body. 

Imagine if Christians were united in this way! Our actions, beliefs, and movements would appear 
as one body, united in a deeper purpose. By uniting in this way, we would demonstrate our 
willingness to suffer for each other for the sake of deepening our unity as a body of Christ.

This has always been the call for followers of Christ. Jesus redeemed all of humanity in himself 
and even commanded his disciples to “be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you” (John 
17:21). And yet theological, cultural, and liturgical disputes have often split the Body of Christ from
its intended unity.

We must not only turn to our eternal good shepherd for guidance and get to know His voice, but 
we must be willing to suffer for our fellow Christians in the hopes of uniting more deeply in Christ’s
love. This unity will not only draw us closer to each other, but in remaining united we can 
endure whatever sufferings may come our way, in the hopes that all Christians will be reunited 
one day with our great king and eternal shepherd. 

1.       How could we achieve a united front with other Christians? Give an example of how you 
might have done this in your life. 

2.      The Gospel reading indicates that the sheep follow in the example of their shepherd, 
Jesus. Elsewhere in the Gospels, specifically in John 10:11, Jesus says, “I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”  Just as Jesus laid down his life 
for his flock, you now recognize this call extends to you as well.  How can we lay down our lives 
for our fellow Christians each day?  Give an example in your life.  How will these sacrifices help 
us to grow in Christian unity?  

3.      St. Paul proclaims that the Jews were called to be a “light” to the Gentiles. How could you be
or how have you been a light of faith to others in your life, particularly those who do not know the 
merciful love of Jesus?

4.      Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice” (John 10:27). How do you try to hear the voice of 
Christ in your daily life? How could you be more open to His voice? 

For more information or to sign up for a small group, contact Karen Fish at  952-239-1949.
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