
March 17, 2019, 1st Sunday of Lent, Year C, Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18; Psalm 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; Luke 28b-36.

From the reading of Genesis, God makes a covenant with Abram blessing him with the promise of land and 
descendants. Abram believed God, and for that belief, God credited it to him as righteousness meaning “right 
relationship” with God.  In the second reading, from St. Paul to the Philippians, we are reminded that our citizenship
is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, our Lord Jesus Christ.  He will change our lowly body by the power 
that enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself.  The very body we have now will be renewed by 
Christ’s power.  Our bodies are made by the love of God for the love of God.  This is our inheritance if we stand firm
in the Lord. The Transfiguration grants Peter, James, and John a vision of Christ’s glory, a foretaste of the 
Resurrection.  In our lives, we sometimes find signs that give us hope in the promise of eternal life.  In these we find
encouragement to take up our cross and follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  As the story unfolds, we learn that Moses
(representing the Law) and Elijah (representing the prophets) appear alongside of Jesus and the three of them talk 
about Jesus’ exodus that will take place in Jerusalem.  This scene prefigures Jesus’ Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection.

· At church, home or wherever we are, how does ritual help to commemorate an event?

· What does Paul mean when he says, “Our citizenship is in heaven”?

· What might Peter have wanted to ask Jesus on their way down the mountain? What would you have wanted to 
ask Jesus?

· How do the spiritual acts of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving draw us closer to God and enable us to be signs of 
hope for others?

· Have you seen any signs of hope in your Lenten journey so far?


