
June 9, 2019 (Pentecost Sunday)

(Acts 2: 1-11; 1 Cor 12:3b– 7, 12-13; Jn 20: 19-23)

This week’s first reading is an account of the Holy Spirit coming upon the apostles and empowering 
them to preach with confidence. One of the interesting things is the parallel between how the Spirit 
came down in fire, loud sound, and personal revelation to the apostles on that Pentecost day and how 
Moses received the Law on Mount Sinai, where similar things happened. But the most important aspect
of this reading is not the extraordinary phenomena of fire, wind, and the gift of tongues. Rather, the 
crucial point is the transformation that took place in the lives of the apostles, who changed from timid 
souls cowering in a locked room to fearless witnesses of what Jesus accomplished through his death 
and resurrection. These same changes occur today in all who receive the Holy Spirit. It is in this 
sense that Pentecost still happens, as those who live according to God’s Spirit experience the same life-
transforming power of God that changed the apostles two thousand years ago.

The text from John 20 is considered to be the clearest sign of the institution of the sacrament of 
Confession or Reconciliation in the Gospels. What Jesus had promised to Peter in particular and then to
the Twelve collectively in Matthew 16:19 and 18:18, “Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven,” now finds a precise form in the 
ministry of mercy. In the Church, Peter and the apostles, and their successors, the Pope and bishops, are
a gift of his mercy to us.

• If you had been in that upper room with Mary and the twelve apostles on the day of Pentecost, what 
would you have initially thought was happening when the loud noise occurred and the tongues of fire 
appeared? What physical sensation do you think they experienced?

• Through the sacrament of Baptism, the Holy Spirit dwells in us, and we become radically changed 
people. How important a gift is this sacrament of baptism to you personally , and how so you think the 
Holy Spirit changed you in that moment and through your life?

• “To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit,” Paul tells us. On this 
Pentecost , ask yourself what “benefit” for the Church am I to manifest in the Spirit?
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