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(1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62)

The calling of Elisha in the first reading comes at a time when Israel had fallen into apostasy 
under King Ahab and his wife Jezebel who reject the covenant with God and worship the 
Canaanite god Baal. Elijah's very life is in danger, so he prays to God for help. Elisha's 
joining with Elijah and eventually succeeding him as prophet is part of that help, as well as 
miraculous political help against Ahab in which the priests of Baal are discredited in a 
spectacular showdown.

Paul's letter to the Galatians calls Christians to train themselves to resist evil, as represented
by “the flesh.” But this call is not a restriction that causes us deprivation, but an invitation to 
freedom from sin (which St. Paul calls the “yoke of slavery”). Answering this call means we 
must follow Jesus in faith in our own particular walk to Jerusalem (symbolizing our destiny) 
as described in the Gospel. How we do this depends on our vocation. St. Francis de Sales 
says that the queen of the virtues, Charity, determines in each case how we should observe 
our vocation. There is consecrated priestly celibacy, for example, or the absolute poverty of 
the monk, but husbands and wives are called to live marital chastity and to live simply and 
modestly to help them love better and place their hope in God alone. If the disciple is to 
follow Christ toward the new Jerusalem in faith, hope, and charity, he or she needs to 
exercise this freedom to strengthen their faith, hope, and charity.

 • On one hand Jesus calls us to freedom from the slavery to sin. On the other hand, 
answering that call can be very challenging and even demanding, requiring great sacrifice. 
How do you reconcile this dual nature of the Lord's call?

• What “training methods” have you found useful (or not useful) in developing an inclination 
toward faith, hope, and charity, while resisting temptation and rejecting sin?

• When someone said to Jesus, "I will follow you wherever you go," his answer was “the Son
of Man has nowhere to rest his head." How did this answer address the person's pledge to 
follow Jesus? Do you think Jesus was warning him that following him was not going to be 
easy?


