
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  Corpus Christi, June 23rd, 2019, Year C

Genesis 14:18-20; Psalm 110:1-4; I Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 9:11-17

 

The Church gives us this text from Genesis on this feast on which we celebrate the gift of the Holy Eucharist.  
Melchizedek’s name is based on two Hebrew words, indicating the character of kingship: melek means king, and 
sedek denotes just or righteous.  Abram’s (originally Abraham) role in this short narrative is minor compared to 
Melchizedek’s.  Abram’s one action is to give him a tenth of everything, a tithe-offering that is also an act of praise 
or blessing of God.  Psalm 110 was understood as a prophecy of the son of King David, and so also of Jesus as the
rightful Davidic heir.  The reference to Melchizedek (rightful king) was understood by the first Christians as referring 
to the priesthood of Jesus.  Jesus mysteriously re-established the ancient priesthood of Melchizedek and 
superseded it by making his sacrifice of bread and wine the very offering of his own body and blood on the cross. 

Paul’s teaching in  1 Corinthians is about the Holy Eucharist – Holy Communion that enables the Church to be and 
to remain the Communion of Saints.  The holy bond that unites us to one another in communion (koinonia in the 
Greek), in the body and blood of Jesus in the Eucharist.  The communion of which Paul writes is an unbreakable 
covenant bond with Christ and one another.  In Luke’s Gospel there are two instances of Jesus blessing, breaking 
and giving bread: this miraculous feeding of the five thousand in Luke 9, and the story of Jesus, post-Resurrection 
appearance to two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24.  The first is a prophecy of, and the second harkens
back to, the gift of himself in bread at the Last Supper in Luke 22.  Because Jesus provides for the multitudes in 
abundance, even when the provisions are meager, we understand that the Church will not be left without the bread 
that sustains it.

· The crowds have been listening to Jesus all day, and they are now hungry, as the apostle’s point out to him.  Why
do you think Jesus tells them to get the crowd something to eat?  What was his purpose? 

· Have you or have you witnessed someone being challenged by God to do something that you/they thought 
couldn’t be done?

· When you hear, “The body of Christ”, you answer “Amen”.  What does that mean to you?


