
Seventh Sunday of Easter (June 2,  2019)
(Acts 7:55-60; Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 20; Jn 17:20-26)

The stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr, gives us a glimpse of what awaits us through 
Stephen's visions of “beyond the veil.” There he sees the one he has faithfully confessed, Christ Jesus, 
standing at the right hand of the Father. In the second reading from Revelation, St. John sees the 
exalted Lord of Glory in that place from which he and his Father will send the Spirit of Pentecost. It is 
that Holy Spirit who will enable us to pray, “Come” during our earthly sojourn.  In these two readings 
we see confirmed the promise made to believers by Christ in his high priestly prayer from today's 
Gospel, “that they may see my glory that you gave me.” St. Stephen in the midst of a martyr’s death in
Jerusalem and St. John in the midst of a Confessor’s exile on the island of Patmos see his glory, that 
glory which he had with the Father from before the world was made.  When our time comes, we also 
will see what these saints were granted to see in this life, if we are faithful as they were. In Christ we 
are even now given access to the love that the Son has for the Father and the Father for the Son. That 
love is the very procession of the Holy Spirit for whose coming we pray in the Pentecost novena. To 
be open to his movement is to enter into the mystical unity of the Church with which we are so 
concerned today. May the prayer of Jesus, the high priest of the new and eternal covenant, be heard by 
the Father so that all Christians may enter into the fullness of faith in the Catholic Church for which he
prayed in the hours before his death.

• Why do you think “the witnesses laid down their cloaks at the feet of a young man named 
Saul?” Are they trying not to get the stain of blood on those cloaks?

• When you see evidence of division in our parish community, what steps can you take toward 
reconciliation, healing, and “oneness?”

• Has your life been affected by the Spirit these past few weeks?  If so, how?
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