
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity, June 16th, 2019, Year C

Prv 8:22-31  ; Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9     ; Rom 5:1-5     ; Jn 16:12-15

Proverbs is part of that body of writing in the Old Testament that we call the Wisdom Literature.  This passage is
part of the second discourse by Wisdom; here is the feminine personification of a divine attribute, the attendant that

sits by God’s throne (Wisdom 9:4) and who is associated with God’s work in ordering creation.  The ancients
sought wisdom with the same energy with which we today seek information.  To be wise was not simply to amass

knowledge of many “data points,” but to understand the reasons for things, the meaning behind things and the
connections between things. 

To know these was real wisdom, and the place to go for this wisdom was God, because he is the designer and
author of all things.  But God’s attributes, including wisdom, are more than qualities that he has.  God is not merely

wise, he is Wisdom.  This is already hinted at in this passage from the Old Testament where we see Wisdom as
preceding the work of God’s creation and even as his “craftsman” in carrying out that work.  In the prologue to

John’s Gospel, we find that the Word of God, the eternal son, “was in the beginning with God” and that “all things
were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.” (John 1:2-3, RSV).

On this Sunday of the Holy Trinity, the Church offers us this beautiful reflection on the Son as the very Wisdom
through whom God has ordered the world.  To know him is to know the connections between things, to know the

reason for, and the very meaning of, the world itself.  To know the Son is Wisdom.  To know, tells that there must be
relationship, mostly worked on by us, as Christ is always ready for our stretching to know him.  Trinity Sunday is

about the relationship between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and it suggests we are to have a relationship with
them.

¨  Do we really need that relationship? Are we ready to follow through on that?

¨ What can we do daily to have that relationship?

¨ Can we do it by ourselves mostly or do we need the help of others?  Individuals?  Institutions?

¨ How do we relate to others - those we love and care for and those who we think of differently?

¨ How might we, as imperfect folk, work to develop a more consistent relationship to all? Can we really have only 
one attitude about relationship? 


