
14th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 8, 2018)
(Ez 2:2-5; 2 Cor 12:7-10; Mk 6:1-6)

Biblical prophets speak God’s word to God’s people. They come as God’s messengers proclaiming an 
uncomfortable message that challenges their hearers. Today’s readings offer three examples of God’s 
messengers of mercy and grace being rejected because of their challenging message “Hard of face and 
obstinate of heart are they to whom I am sending you” says God to the prophet Ezekiel. The Lord said 
to Paul “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness”. Paul would rather 
boast of his weakness in order that the power of Christ may dwell with him. Paul says he is content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints for the sake of Christ, for when he is 
weak, then he is strong, Jesus also experiences opposition from those who know him best. His 
hometown of Nazareth rejects Him. Despite His wisdom and miracles, they arrogantly reject Him 
because as they say, “Is he not the carpenter, the son of Mary?” Jesus said to them “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his native place and among his own kin and in his own house.” Jesus was not 
able to perform miracles there because of their lack of faith. How precious is the gift of faith! To be 
fascinated by Jesus’ every word, and actually to know Him and relate to Him, to belong to His family. 
It is all quite astonishing! The Lord, of course, is not separate from the Church. Nor is the Church just 
one religious institution among many others, each one with its own opinions and world views. The 
Church teaches with divine authority and is preserved from errors in matters of faith and morals. We 
often miss holiness that is right in front of us. God acts through regular people and everyday events. 
God is not remote from us. Often, we miss the sacredness of the everyday because we are preoccupied 
with the past or worried about the future, or these days, we have our noses in electronic devices. We 
must cultivate awareness of God’s presence in our everyday life.

• How has God been present to you in the last 24 hours?
• How astonished are you by the words and actions of Jesus?
• What does St. Paul mean when he says “When I am weak, then I am strong”? Have you ever 

experienced that in your own life?
• What circumstances have made you aware of your prophetic calling as a Christian? 
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