
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 29, 2018)
(2 Kgs 4:42-44; Eph 4:1-6; Jn 6:1-15)

The story of Elisha and the twenty barley loaves is just one of several miracles in 2 Kings 
chapter 4.  There is also the widow's oil that multiplied when poured into many jugs, the 
Shunammite woman who was given a son even though her husband was advanced in years, and
the raising from the dead of that same son years later.  The Gospel shows Jesus performing a 
similar miracle of the loaves and fishes.  All of these miracles have something in common.  
They all show God lavishing blessings on people beyond what they expect, and despite the 
skepticism of the people involved, including the recipients of the blessings.

Today we are faced with challenging situations that also engender pessimism.  We have a 
stream of refugees fleeing violence in Central America, Syria, Myanmar, and South Sudan.  We
have an epidemic of opioid deaths and suicides.  People ask “What can we do in the face of 
such problems?”  There is a feeling of helplessness.  Like the bystanders in today's readings, 
many are skeptical that anything can be done.  And if left to our own powers, there is nothing 
we can do.  But we are not on our own.  We are God's instruments in the world.  Just as with 
Elisa, Andrew, and the Shunammite woman, we many find out that through us, God can do a 
lot more than we imagine.

• What is your first reaction when faced with a problem that seems to have no solution?
• Make a list of miracles in the Gospels that illustrate lavish blessings in the face of 

disbelief.  What does this list say to you about God's attitude toward man?
• Describe one situation where you should have been more trusting of God's powerful 

love.
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