
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 28,  2019)
(Gn 18:20-32; Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13)

Not everything we ask of God can or should be granted. We see this illustrated in the first 
reading where Abraham asks God to spare the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah from the 
punishment God had intended. Despite Abraham's bargaining with God to spare the city if 
50, 45, 40, 30, 20, or just ten good people could be found there, the cities were ultimately 
destroyed because not even ten good people could be found there.
The Gospel for today gives us another pattern for intercessory prayer in Jesus' teaching of 
the “Our Father.” Unlike Abraham's prayer which addressed God as “Lord”, the “Our Father” 
addresses God as “Father.” This more intimate relationship is made possible by Christ, the 
true Son of God who freely chooses to admit us to a share of his perfect Sonship, making us 
sons and daughters of God as well. After giving his disciples an example of this new form of 
prayer, Jesus goes on to comment on the importance of persistence in prayer. We are invited
to have confidence in prayer to our Father in heaven based on what we would expect from a 
human father, only better!

· Reflect on your own parents or caregivers from your childhood. In what way did they model 
God's filial love when you asked them for something?

· Did you ever pray for something specific only to find out later that God had something 
different in mind for you?

· Reflect on the life of St. Monica and her persistent prayer for the conversion of her son who
would go on to become St. Augustine.

· What benefits of intercessory prayer can you think of besides getting what you ask for?
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