
July 14, 2019: 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

(Dt. 30:10-14;    Ps 69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37;     Col 1:15-20;    Lk 10:25-37)

Tons of ink has been spilled over the interpretation of this famous parable; little more can be 
added here.  But the critical issue—in keeping with the theme of the first reading, “Heed the voice 
of the LORD”—seems to be contained In Jesus’ final words, “Go and do likewise.”  This 
sophisticated scholar of the law, who seeks to test Jesus and to justify himself, has his own 
convictions tested and is finally moved to see that mercy is the issue and not justice.  Even the 
lawyer’s question, “Who is my neighbor?” is turned around by Jesus, who asks instead, “Which of 
these three. . .was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” Therefore, the issue is not about whom one 
must treat as a neighbor. 

The real question is “Have I been neighbor to everyone, treating each as one of my own?” The 
scholar of the law must himself admit that the hated Samaritan, “the one who treated him with 
mercy,” is the one who acts as neighbor to the man, a Jew, who was not one of his “own people.”  
The word for “mercy” in the Greek is eleos, the same word we use in a different form when we say
at the start of Mass, Kyrie eleison, “Lord, have mercy.”  As the Our Father teaches us, we must 
give mercy to get it, and so we, like the lawyer, must “go and do likewise.”

 

The parable of the good Samaritan belongs to the Gospel of suffering, for it indicates what 
the relationship of each of us must be toward our suffering neighbor.  We are not allowed 
to pass by on the other side indifferently; we must stop beside him.  Everyone who stops 
beside the suffering of another person, in whatever form that takes, is a good Samaritan.

This stopping does not mean curiosity but availability.  It is like the opening of a certain 
interior disposition of the heart, which also has an emotional expression of its own.  The 
name “good Samaritan” fits every individual who is sensitive to the sufferings of others, 
who is moved by the misfortune of another.  If Christ, who knows the interior of man, 
emphasizes this compassion, then this means that it is important for our whole attitude to 
others’ suffering.  Therefore, one must cultivate this sensitivity of heart, which bears 
witness to compassion toward a suffering person.  Sometimes this compassion remains 
the only or principal expression of our love for and solidarity with the sufferer.

 – Pope St. John Paul, II

 

· Jesus was redefining holiness as showing mercy to the least likely and often most despised 
people in His culture. He was redefining who was “neighbor” and challenging people to 
understand that neighbor does not mean only people we like, but even those whom we do not like
at all. Why was Jesus’ notion of mercy as exemplified by this parable difficult for the people of his 
time?

· Acknowledge that Jesus’ notion of mercy is just as difficult for us today as it was in Jesus’ own 
time.  How many conflicts in our own time could be attenuated by applying what this parable 
teaches? 


