
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (July 1, 2018)

(Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24; 2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15; Mk 5:21-43)

What does God want? And how badly does He want it? In today's first reading we learn that God does 
not want death and destruction.  These are consequences of works of the devil.  God wants man to be 
wholesome and live forever. That is how we were originally made. But those who belong to the devil 
experience death. In the Gospel we see Jesus going far out of his way to cure Jairus' daughter and give 
her life.  On his way to cure her, he has occasion to cure a woman afflicted with hemorrhages. After 
raising Jairus' daughter, and to show that she was not a ghost, Jesus even offers some very practical 
advice: “Give her something to eat.” He wants only good things for us. So we should not fear asking 
him for good things, since He delights in giving us good things. In Paul's letter to the Corinthians we 
are admonished to act in a like manner to delight in supplying the needs of those who have little.

• The first reading starts with “God did not make death.”  Do you find this easy to believe, or do 
you think of God as still somewhat responsible for death?

• Share what sort of things you ask for in prayer.  Are you comfortable asking God for blessings?

• How do you interpret the healing of the woman with hemorrhages and Jesus' apparent 
ignorance of who had been healed?

• What are some ways in which we can follows Paul's admonitions to use our abundance to give 
relief to those who are in need?

• At the end of the Gospel reading, Jesus gives strict orders that no one should know about the 
cure of the girl.  Jesus gives similar instructions after many of his other miracles.  Why do you 
suppose Jesus asks this of people he has helped?
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