
Small Group Reflection 

The Epiphany of the Lord

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm; Ephesians 3:2-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

Isaiah proclaims the reclaimed beauty of Jerusalem after the years of darkness spent in exile. This 
reestablished radiance comes with a hefty responsibility. They are now to recognize that nations will be
guided by the way in which they serve the Lord; so God’s light will radiate throughout the world. 
Epiphany means manifestation; the light of the star at Bethlehem guides the Wise Men and symbolizes 
that light that Christ casts by his coming into the dark of this world. Our Psalm reminds us that every 
nation will adore the Lord. Ephesians reveals the revelation of drawing people into Christ in order to 
unite them into one body. The Gentiles are coheirs of the covenant revealed long ago and renewed in 
Jesus Christ. God sends his only Son who can act as the perfect Mediator between God and man 
because he is both God and man. Matthew establishes that Jesus is born in the line of David; he is not 
an outsider but is thoroughly Jewish. We see from his very birth that Jesus’ mission will be frustrated 
and even thwarted by those within his own family. When Jesus came he was hidden. His coming was 
humble, and it took a journey of faith and trust to find him. The magi had the wisdom and openness to 
see the light of the Bethlehem star and follow it.

• The magi were on watch; they set aside the tasks of daily life in order to worship the Messiah. 
Are you willing to do the same in your life?

• Where are you looking for our Savior?
• When have you been surprised by the way something worked out? 
• Do you remain hopeful and place your trust in the Lord when situations arise that you don’t 

have control over? 
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