
Baptism of the Lord (Jan. 13, 2019)

(Is  40:1-5, 9-11; Acts 10:34-38; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22)

These were exciting times for the early Church. Cornelius was a high-ranking Roman 
Centurion. He received a vision from God to send for a man named Peter, who was a guest of
Simon, the leather-tanner by the sea. At the same time, Peter received a vision from God in 
which foods appeared before him that he considered unclean. A voice invited him to eat, but 
he objected. The voice told him what God has purified he should not call unclean. Peter was 
confused by the vision and did not understand, but it was to prepare him for accepting 
Cornelius and his Gentile ways when they would meet. When the men sent by Cornelius 
came and asked for him, Peter went with them. A few days later Peter met with Cornelius and 
his whole family. After the two men talked about their visions, both of them realized how God 
had brought about this meeting. That is where today's reading from Acts takes up the story. 
We see Peter announcing to Cornelius and his family something Peter himself has only now 
come to realize – namely, that salvation through Jesus Christ is meant for people everywhere.
 

Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord by John. When people asked if John were the 
Christ, he predicted the Lord's coming. When Jesus appeared before John, he was baptized. 
But this was more than an ordinary baptism. It was followed by a sign and voice from heaven 
that tells us much about who Jesus is. For this reason Pope John Paul II made this event the 
first of what he called the “Luminous Mysteries” of the rosary. They are meant to “illuminate” 
important facts about who Jesus is.

 

• In the process of explaining “the way” of Christ to Cornelius, Peter also learns 
something. Can you recall when you were teaching someone something and in the 
process learned something yourself? How does that affect the way you see the role of 
a Christian in spreading the good news?

• Baptism was instituted to free us from original sin. Considering that Jesus was not like 
us in sin, why do you suppose Jesus submitted to baptism?

• Have you ever gotten a sign or vision that you thought was from God? Did you act on 
it? What was the result?
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