
February 17, 2019             Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Jeremiah 17:5-8; Psalm 1:1-4,6, (40:5a); 1 Corinthians 15:12,16-20; Luke 6:17,20-26)

Today’s readings invite us to take the leap and trust in the Lord who gives life.  The first 
reading consists of a collection of wisdom sayings from Jeremiah centered on the importance 
of trusting in God and the foolishness of turning away and trusting in human values.  The 
imagery of a tree with deep roots frequently is used to describe those who trust in God, 
because even in times of trouble they will survive.  The second reading reminds us that Christ
was raised.  All who trust in his name will be raised to new life.

In the Beatitudes, Jesus teaches us the path to true happiness lies in the understanding of the
connection between heaven and earth. Those who are truly happy recognize their complete 
dependence on God in all circumstances of daily life and exhibit full trust in the fulfillment of 
the promised Kingdom of God. In today’s Gospel, we encounter Jesus and a large crowd of 
Jews and non-Jews gathered on a plain to hear him speak. He goes on to deliver the 
Beatitudes, which are, in fact, about trust in God who cares for those who suffer. Jesus also 
focuses on a matching series of “woes” that focus on those who have turned away from God 
by refusing to do their part in alleviating these sufferings.

· What does the first reading say about where to put your trust?

· In the responsorial Psalm, what might the image of a tree with roots that extend deep into 
the earth portray about God’s love?

· If you are experiencing difficulties, how does today’s Gospel comfort you?

· During the past week, which of the Beatitudes have you experienced the most and why?


